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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 6, 13, 15, 16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Hansen (U.S. Patent No. 6,078,650). 

Regarding claim 1, Hansen teaches a voice mail system that receives the audio message 
(abstract; col.6, lines 41-54; 'voice mail system' reads on the claim 'answering machine module' 
and 'message' reads on the claim 'messages'). 

Hansen further teaches converting the DTMF tones to text (fig. 13; col. 17, lines 32-43; 
'converting' reads on the claim 'a DTMF tone decoder which converts'). 

Hansen further teaches a mailbox (abstract; col.6, lines 41-64; 'mailbox' reads on the 
claim 'storage device'). 

Hansen further teaches recording the audio message and the text corresponding to the 
DTMF tones into a mailbox (abstract; fig.13; col.6, lines 41-64, col.17, lines 32-43; 'recording' 
reads on the claim 'a processor that stores', 'audio message' reads on the claim 'received audio 
messages' and 'mailbox' reads on the claim 'storage device'). 
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Regarding claim 3, Hansen further teaches recording the audio message corresponding 
the text into a mailbox (abstract; fig.13; col.6, lines 41-64, col. 17, lines 32-43; 'recording' reads 
on the claim 'a processor that stores', 'audio message' reads on the claim 'the speech signals in 
place of the DTMF tones in the respective audio messages' and 'mailbox' reads on the claim 
'storage device'). 

Regarding claim 6, Hansen teaches a voice mail system including a display phone and 
inherently an audio output port, whereby the audio message are provided to the playback key and 
the respective stored text is provided to the display phone for displaying to a caller (abstract; 
fig.13; col.6, lines 41-64, col. 17, lines 32-43; 'voice mail system' reads on the claim 'telephone 
answering machine', 'display phone' reads on the claim 'display output port', 'message' reads 
on the claim 'messages', 'displaying' reads on the claim 'concurrent presentation' and 'caller' 
reads on the claim 'user'). 

Regarding claim 13, Hansen teaches receiving the audio message (abstract; col.6, lines 
41-54; 'audio message' reads on the claim 'telephone audio messages'). 

Hansen further teaches converting the DTMF tones to text (fig.13; col. 17, lines 32-43). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Hansen to allow converting the DTMF tones to text as taught by Hansen. The 
motivation for the modification is to have the conversion in order to provide the message in text 
format. 

Hansen further teaches recording the audio message and the text corresponding to the 
DTMF tones into a mailbox (abstract; fig.13; col.6, lines 41-64, col. 17, lines 32-43; 'recording' 
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reads on the claim 'storing', c audio message' reads on the claim 'received audio messages 5 and 
'mailbox' reads on the claim 'storage device'). 

Regarding claim 15, Hansen further teaches recording the audio message corresponding 
the text into a mailbox (abstract; fig. 13; col.6, lines 41-64, col. 17, lines 32-43; 'recording' reads 
on the claim 'a processor that stores', 'audio message' reads on the claim 'the speech signals in 
place of the DTMF tones in the respective audio messages' and 'mailbox' reads on the claim 
'storage device'). 

Regarding claim 16, Hansen teaches dialing a number by providing stored text (fig. 18; 
col.19, lines 65-67, col.20, lines 1-67, col.21, lines 1-67, col.22, lines 1-31; 'dialing a number' 
reads on the claim 'initiating a telephone call' and 'text' reads on the claim 'DTMF tones 
corresponding to one of the received audio messages to a telecommunications network'). 

Regarding claim 18, Hansen teaches providing the audio message (abstract; fig. 13; col.6, 
lines 41-64; 'audio message' reads on the claim 'audio messages as an audio output signal'). 

Hansen further teaches displaying stored text corresponding to audio message as the 
respective audio message is provided (abstract; fig. 13; col.6, lines 41-64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 2 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hansen 
(U.S. Patent No. 6 ? 078 3 650) and in view of McNutt et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,805,207). 

Regarding claim 2, Hansen fails to teach "text-to-speech conversion means which 
converts the text to speech signals". McNutt teaches software routines converting the text to 
speech parameter (col.4, lines 44-67, col.5, lines 1-13; 'software routines' reads on the claim 
'text-to-speech conversion means' and 'speech parameter' reads on the claim 'speech signals'). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Hansen to allow text-to-speech conversion means as taught by McNutt. The 
motivation for the modification is to have the text-to-speech conversion means in order to 
provide the speech signal. 

Hansen further teaches recording the audio message corresponding the text into a mailbox 
(abstract; fig.13; col.6, lines 41-64, col.17, lines 32-43; 'recording' reads on the claim 'a 
processor that stores', 'audio message' reads on the claim 'speech signals with the respective 
audio messages' and 'mailbox' reads on the claim 'storage device'). 

Regarding claim 14, Hansen fails to teach "converting the text to speech signals". McNutt 
teaches converting the text to speech parameter (col.4, lines 44-67, col.5, lines 1-13; 'speech 
parameter' reads on the claim 'speech signals'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Hansen to allow 
text-to-speech conversion means as taught by McNutt. The motivation for the modification is to 
have the text-to-speech conversion means in order to provide the speech signal. 

Hansen further teaches recording the audio message corresponding the text into a mailbox 
(abstract; fig.13; col.6, lines 41-64, col.17, lines 32-43; 'recording' reads on the claim 'a 
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processor that stores', 'audio message 5 reads on the claim 'speech signals with the respective 
audio messages' and 'mailbox' reads on the claim 'storage device'). 

5. Claims 4, 5 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hansen (U.S. Patent No. 6,078,650) and in view of McNutt et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,805,207) 
and further in view of Tverskoy et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,341,160). 

Regarding claim 4, Hansen fails to teach "a user interface, coupled to the processor for 
providing user commands to the processor". McNutt teaches telephone interface for providing 
commands (col.6, lines 50-67; 'telephone interface' reads on the claim 'a user interface, coupled 
to the processor' and 'commands' reads on the claim 'user commands to the processor'). Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Hansen to allow a user interface, coupled to the processor for providing user commands 
as taught by McNutt. The motivation for the modification is to have the user interface for 
providing user commands in order to retrieve the stored message. 

Hansen in view of McNutt further fails to teach "an interface to a public switched 
telephone network (PSTN)". Tverskoy teaches an interface to a public switched telephone 
network (PSTN) (fig.l; col. 2, lines 5-38). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Hansen in view of McNutt to allow 
an interface as taught by Tverskoy. The motivation for the modification is to have the interface 
in order to provide communication between different communication entities. 

Hansen further fails to teach "the processor is responsive to a command provided via the 
user interface to retrieve the DTMF tones from the storage device". McNutt teaches commands 
provided via telephone interface to retrieve message from the memory (abstract; col.5, lines 51- 
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65, coL6, lines 39-67, col.7, lines 1-5; 'commands' reads on the claim 'the processor is 
responsive to a command', 'telephone interface' reads on the claim 'a user interface' and 
'message from the memory' reads on the claim 'DTMF tones from the storage device'). Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Hansen to allow the processor responsive to a command as taught by McNutt. The 
motivation for the modification is to have the command provided via the user interface in order 
to retrieve the stored message. 

Hansen further teaches providing the text to dial a number (fig. 18; col. 19, lines 65-67, 
col.20, lines 1-67, col.21, lines 1-67, col.22, lines 1-31; 'text' reads on the claim 'DTMF tones to 
the PSTN interface' and 'dial a number' reads on the claim 'initiate a telephone call'). 

Regarding claim 5, Hansen fails to teach "a user interface, coupled to the processor for 
providing user commands to the processor". McNutt teaches telephone interface for providing 
commands (col. 6, lines 50-67; 'telephone interface' reads on the claim 'a user interface, coupled 
to the processor' and 'commands' reads on the claim 'user commands to the processor'). Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Hansen to allow a user interface, coupled to the processor for providing user commands 
as taught by McNutt. The motivation for the modification is to have the user interface for 
providing user commands in order to retrieve the stored message. 

Hansen in view of McNutt further fails to teach "an interface to a public switched 
telephone network (PSTN)". Tverskoy teaches an interface to a public switched telephone 
network (PSTN) (fig.l; col.2, lines 5-38). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Hansen in view of McNutt to allow 
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an interface as taught by Tverskoy. The motivation for the modification is to have the interface 
in order to provide communication between different communication entities. 

Hansen further fails to teach "a DTMF tone generator configured to translate text numbers 
into DTMF tones". McNutt teaches a DTMF generator circuit to convert text into DTMF signals 
(abstract; col.4 ? lines 44-68, col.5, lines 1-30; 'DTMF generator circuit' reads on the claim 
'DTMF tone generator configured', 'convert' reads on the claim 'translate' and 'text into DTMF 
signals' reads on the claim 'text numbers into DTMF tones'). Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Hansen to allow 
the DTMF tone generator to translate text numbers into DTMF tones as taught by McNutt. The 
motivation for the modification is to have the DTMF tone generator in order to provide the 
telephone number to the callee. 

Hansen further teaches providing the text to dial a number (fig. 18; col. 19, lines 65-67, 
col. 20, lines 1-67, col.21, lines 1-67, col.22, lines 1-31; 'text' reads on the claim 'the translated 
DTMF tones to the PSTN interface' and 'dial a number' reads on the claim 'initiate a telephone 
call'). 

Hansen further fails to teach "the processor is responsive to a command provided via the 
user interface to retrieve the text corresponding to the DTMF tones from the storage device and 
to provide the retrieved text to the DTMF tone generator". McNutt teaches commands provided 
via telephone interface to retrieve message from the memory and to provide the retrieved 
message to DTMF generator circuit (abstract; col.4, lines 44-68, col.5, lines 1-30, 51-65, col.6, 
lines 39-67, col.7, lines 1-5; 'commands' reads on the claim 'the processor is responsive to a 
command', 'telephone interface' reads on the claim 'a user interface', 'message from the 
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memory' reads on the claim 'text corresponding to the DTMF tones from the storage device' and 
'DTMF generator circuit' reads on the claim 'DTMF tone generator configured'). Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Hansen to allow the processor responsive to a command as taught by McNutt. The 
motivation for the modification is to have the command provided via the user interface in order 
to retrieve the stored message to make a call. 

Regarding claim 17, Hansen further fails to teach "converting the stored text 
corresponding to one of the received audio messages to DTMF tones". McNutt teaches 
converting text into DTMF signals (abstract; col.4, lines 44-68, col.5, lines 1-30; 'text into 
DTMF signals' reads on the claim 'the stored text corresponding to one of the received audio 
messages to DTMF tones'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Hansen to allow the DTMF tone generator to 
convert text to DTMF tones as taught by McNutt. The motivation for the modification is to have 
the conversion in order to provide the telephone number to the callee. 

Hansen further teaches dialing a number by providing the stored text (fig. 18; col. 19, lines 
65-67, col.20, lines 1-67, col.21, lines 1-67, col.22, lines 1-31; 'dialing a number' reads on the 
claim 'initiating a telephone call' and 'stored text' reads on the claim 'converted DTMF tones to 
a telecommunications network'). 

6. Claims 7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schindler et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,516,467) and in view of Hansen (U.S. Patent No. 6,078,650). 

Regarding claim 7, Schindler teaches video driver (col.3, lines 38-67, col.21, lines 49-67, 
col.22, lines 1-14; 'video driver' reads on the claim 'video processing circuitry'). 
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Schindler further teaches audio processing circuit (col.3, lines 38-67, col.21, lines 49-67, 
col.22, lines 1-14; 'audio processing circuit' reads on the claim 'audio processing circuitry'). 

Schindler fails to teach "a telecommunications unit, including an answering machine 
module that receives audio messages". Hansen teaches a voice mail system that receives the 
audio message (abstract; col.6, lines 41-54; 'voice mail system' reads on the claim 'a 
telecommunications unit, including answering machine module' and 'message' reads on the 
claim 'messages'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Schindler to allow a telecommunications unit, including an 
answering machine module as taught by Hansen. The motivation for the modification is to have 
the answering machine module in order to receive incoming messages. 

Schindler further fails to teach "a DTMF tone decoder which converts DTMF tones in the 
received audio messages to text". Hansen teaches converting the DTMF tones to text (fig. 13; 
col. 17, lines 32-43; 'converting' reads on the claim 'a DTMF tone decoder which converts' and 
'DTMF tones' reads on the claim 'DTMF tones in the received audio messages'). Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Schindler to allow converting the DTMF tones to text as taught by Hansen. The 
motivation for the modification is to have the conversion in order to provide the message in text 
format. 

Schindler further fails to teach "a storage device". Hansen teaches a mailbox (abstract; 
col.6, lines 41-64; 'mailbox' reads on the claim 'storage device'). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Schindler 
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to allow a storage device as taught by Hansen. The motivation for the modification is to have the 
storage device in order to store messages for later retrieval. 

Schindler further fails to teach "a processor which stores the received audio messages and 
the text corresponding to the DTMF tones into the storage device". Hansen teaches recording the 
audio message and the text corresponding to the DTMF tones into a mailbox (abstract; fig. 13; 
col.6, lines 41-64, col. 17, lines 32-43; 'recording' reads on the claim 'a processor which stores', 
'audio message' reads on the claim 'received audio messages' and 'mailbox' reads on the claim 
'storage device'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Schindler to allow a processor storing the received audio 
messages and the text as taught by Hansen. The motivation for the modification is to have the 
storage in order to store messages for later retrieval. 

Schindler further teaches playing audio output using the audio processing circuit for audio 
output (col.21, lines 49-67, col.22, lines 1-14; 'playing audio output' reads on the claim 'replays 
the stored messages' and 'audio processing circuit' reads on the claim 'audio processing 
circuitry'). 

Schindler further teaches displaying the data using video driver (abstract; col.3, lines 42- 
67, col.21, lines 49-67, col.22, lines 1-14; 'data' reads on the claim 'text' and 'video driver' 
reads on the claim 'video processing circuitry'). 

Regarding claim 12, Schindler further teaches including a data quality monitor for 
providing display video signal and an audio processing circuit for presenting audio data 
associated with the displayed video signals, whereby the audio data are provided to the audio 
processing circuit and the respective data is provided to the data quality monitor for concurrent 
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presentation to a user (abstract; col.3, lines 42-67, col.21, lines 49-67, col.22, lines 1-14; 'data 
quality monitor' reads on the claim 'display output port', 'video signal' reads on the claim 'video 
signal received by the IRD set-top box', 'audio processing circuit' reads on the claim 'audio 
output port', 'audio data' reads on the claim 'sound signals', 'audio data' reads on the claim 
'stored audio messages' and 'data' reads on the claim 'stored text'). 

7. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schindler 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,516,467) and in view of Hansen (U.S. Patent No. 6,078,650) and further 
in view of McNutt et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,805,207). 

Regarding claim 8, Schindler in view of Hansen fails to teach "text-to-speech conversion 
means which converts the text to speech signals". McNutt teaches software routines converting 
the text to speech parameter (col.4, lines 44-67, coL5, lines 1-13; 'software routines' reads on the 
claim 'text-to-speech conversion means' and 'speech parameter' reads on the claim 'speech 
signals'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Schindler in view of Hansen to allow text-to-speech conversion 
means as taught by McNutt. The motivation for the modification is to have the text-to-speech 
conversion means in order to provide the speech signal. 

Schindler further fails to teach "the processor stores the speech signals with the respective 
audio messages corresponding to the text in the storage device". Hansen teaches recording the 
audio message corresponding to the text into a mailbox (abstract; fig. 13; col.6, lines 41-64, 
col. 17, lines 32-43; 'recording' reads on the claim 'a processor stores', 'audio message' reads on 
the claim 'the speech signals with the respective audio messages' and 'mailbox' reads on the 
claim 'storage device'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/02 1 ,426 Page 1 3 

Art Unit: 2697 

time the invention was made to modify Schindler to allow a processor storing the received audio 
messages and the text as taught by Hansen. The motivation for the modification is to have the 
storage in order to store messages for later retrieval. 

Regarding claim 9, Schindler fails to teach "the processor is configured to store the speech 
signals in place of the DTMF tones in the respective audio messages in the storage device". 
Hansen teaches recording the audio message into a mailbox (abstract; fig. 13; col.6, lines 41-64, 
col. 17, lines 32-43; 'recording' reads on the claim 'the processor is configured to store', c audio 
message' reads on the claim 'speech signals in place of the DTMF tones in the respective audio 
messages' and 'mailbox' reads on the claim 'storage device'). Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Schindler to allow 
a processor storing the received audio messages and the text as taught by Hansen. The 
motivation for the modification is to have the storage in order to store messages for later 
retrieval. 

8. Claims 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schindler et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,516,467) and in view of Hansen (U.S. Patent No. 6,078,650) 
and further in view of McNutt et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,805,207) and further in view of Tverskoy 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,341,160). 

Regarding claim 10, Schindler in view of Hansen fails to teach "a user interface, coupled 
to the processor for providing user commands to the processor". McNutt teaches telephone 
interface for providing commands (col.6, lines 50-67; 'telephone interface' reads on the claim 'a 
user interface, coupled to the processor' and 'commands' reads on the claim 'user commands to 
the processor'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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the invention was made to modify Schindler in view of Hansen to allow a user interface, coupled 
to the processor for providing user commands as taught by McNutt. The motivation for the 
modification is to have the user interface for providing user commands in order to retrieve the 
stored message. 

Schindler in view of Hansen further in view of McNutt further fails to teach "an interface 
to a public switched telephone network (PSTN)". Tverskoy teaches an interface to a public 
switched telephone network (PSTN) (fig. 1 ; col.2, lines 5-38). Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Schindler in view 
of Hansen further in view of McNutt to allow an interface as taught by Tverskoy. The motivation 
for the modification is to have the interface in order to provide communication between different 
communication entities. 

Schindler in view of Hansen further fails to teach "the processor is responsive to a 
command provided via the user interface to retrieve the DTMF tones from the storage device". 
McNutt teaches commands provided via telephone interface to retrieve message from the 
memory (abstract; col.5, lines 51-65, col.6, lines 39-67, col.7, lines 1-5; 'commands' reads on the 
claim 'the processor is responsive to a command', 'telephone interface' reads on the claim c a 
user interface' and 'message from the memory' reads on the claim 'DTMF tones from the 
storage device'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Schindler in view of Hansen to allow the processor responsive 
to a command as taught by McNutt. The motivation for the modification is to have the command 
provided via the user interface in order to retrieve the stored message. 
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Schindler further fails to teach "provide the DTMF tones to the PSTN interface to initiate 
a telephone call". Hansen teaches providing the text to dial a number (fig. 18; col. 19, lines 65-67, 
col.20, lines 1-67, col.21, lines 1-67, col.22, lines 1-31; 'text' reads on the claim 'DTMF tones to 
the PSTN interface' and 'dial a number' reads on the claim 'initiate a telephone call'). Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Schindler to provide the DTMF tones as taught by Hansen. The motivation for the 
modification is to have the provided DTMF tones in order to make a call. 

Regarding claim 11, Schindler in view of Hansen fails to teach "a user interface, coupled 
to the processor for providing user commands to the processor". McNutt teaches telephone 
interface for providing commands (col. 6, lines 50-67; 'telephone interface' reads on the claim 'a 
user interface, coupled to the processor' and 'commands' reads on the claim 'user commands to 
the processor'). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Schindler in view of Hansen to allow a user interface, coupled 
to the processor for providing user commands as taught by McNutt. The motivation for the 
modification is to have the user interface for providing user commands in order to retrieve the 
stored message. 

Schindler in view of Hansen further in view of McNutt further fails to teach "an interface 
to a public switched telephone network (PSTN)". Tverskoy teaches an interface to a public 
switched telephone network (PSTN) (fig.l; col.2, lines 5-38). Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Schindler in view 
of Hansen further in view of McNutt to allow an interface as taught by Tverskoy. The motivation 
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for the modification is to have the interface in order to provide communication between different 
communication entities. 

Schindler in view of Hansen further fails to teach "a DTMF tone generator configured to 
translate text numbers into DTMF tones". McNutt teaches a DTMF generator circuit to convert 
text into DTMF signals (abstract; col.4, lines 44-68, col.5 5 lines 1-30; C DTMF generator circuit' 
reads on the claim 'DTMF tone generator configured' , 'convert' reads on the claim 'translate' 
and 'text into DTMF signals' reads on the claim 'text numbers into DTMF tones'). Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Schindler in view of Hansen to allow the DTMF tone generator to translate text numbers 
into DTMF tones as taught by McNutt. The motivation for the modification is to have the DTMF 
tone generator in order to provide the telephone number to the callee. 

Schindler further fails to teach "provide the DTMF tones to the PSTN interface to initiate 
a telephone call". Hansen further teaches providing the text to dial a number (fig. 18; col. 19, lines 
65-67, col.20, lines 1-67, col.21, lines 1-67, col.22, lines 1-31; 'text' reads on the claim 'DTMF 
tones to the PSTN interface' and 'dial a number' reads on the claim 'initiate a telephone call'). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Schindler to provide the DTMF tones as taught by Hansen. The motivation for 
the modification is to have the provided DTMF tones in order to make a call. 

Schindler in view of Hansen further fails to teach "the processor is responsive to a 
command provided via the user interface to retrieve the text corresponding to the DTMF tones 
from the storage device and to provide the retrieved text to the DTMF tone generator". McNutt 
teaches commands provided via telephone interface to retrieve message from the memory and to 
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provide the retrieved message to DTMF generator circuit (abstract; col.4, lines 44-68, col.5, lines 
1-30, 51-65, col.6, lines 39-67, col.7, lines 1-5; 'commands' reads on the claim 'the processor is 
responsive to a command', 'telephone interface' reads on the claim 'a user interface', 'message 
from the memory' reads on the claim 'text corresponding to the DTMF tones from the storage 
device' and 'DTMF generator circuit' reads on the claim 'DTMF tone generator configured'). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Schindler in view of Hansen to allow the processor responsive to a command as 
taught by McNutt. The motivation for the modification is to have the command provided via the 
user interface in order to retrieve the stored message to make a call. 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alam Elahee whose telephone number is (703) 305-4822. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Fri from 9:00am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (703)305-4717. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9314 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9314 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 



Conclusion 
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